Foreword

Modern poetry addresses itself to the modem mind. To
enjoy it fully, the reader needs more than acquaintance
with the verse of the past or with the shifts in literary fashions.
He must be acclimated to his time: to the ideas about the
psyche, about the physical universe, about the social order,
which that poetry breathes. He must be prepared to adopt an
unaccustomed attitude in order to perceive unfamiliar forms.
He must be willing to learn the language with which the poet
creates awareness of a changed world.
This book is an effort to trace the development of the verse
of the past two decades, to take some account of the forces
which have shaped it, and so to suggest ways of understand-
ing it No one could be more acutely conscious than the author
of the difficulties of the task and the inadequacy of the result.
It is too early to place contemporary writers in historic per-
spective. Nor has it been possible to treat in any detail more
than a few of the outstanding figures. Of these, some merit a
more careful study than space permitted. Moreover, the per-
sonalities of those considered are so distinct, their private lives
so dissimilar, the social and intellectual forces of their period
have affected them so differently, the literary influences that
have fed their work are so various, as to forbid satisfactory
grouping. In trying to single out the main trends, therefore,
certain poets have been examined from several standpoints,